US 20070245976A1

a9y United States

a2y Patent Application Publication o) Pub. No.: US 2007/0245976 A1

Ritchey et al.

(43) Pub. Date:

Oct. 25, 2007

(54)

(76)

@
(22)

(63)

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
REDUCING RISK THAT A THROWN TOY
WILL INJURE AN ANIMAL

Inventors: Sharon A. Ritchey, Scottsdale, AZ
(US); Jon K. Curry, Chino Valley, AZ
us)

Correspondence Address:
TOD R NISSLE

PO BOX 55630
PHOENIX, AZ 85078 (US)
Appl. No.: 11/653,191
Filed: Jan. 11, 2007

Related U.S. Application Data

Continuation of application No. 11/123,573, filed on
May 6, 2005, which is a continuation-in-part of

D
(52)

&7

application No. 11/093,629, filed on Mar. 30, 2005,
which is a continuation-in-part of application No.
10/854,548, filed on May 26, 2004, now Pat. No.
7,201,117.

Continuation-in-part of application No. 09/526,777,
filed on Mar. 16, 2000.

Publication Classification

Int. Cl1.

AOCIK  29/00 (2006.01)

US. Cl s 119/709
ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for reducing the risk that a thrown
toy will injure an animal. The apparatus consists of a toy
which when thrown bounces erratically, which compres-
sively elastically deforms, which includes a soft fabric outer
surface that compresses to absorb blows, and which can
withstand being bitten or chewed by a dog.
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